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EXHIBITION of PORTRAITS 

"By 
EARLY AMERICAN ARTISTS 



ARTISTS REPRESENTED 

Audubon, John James ._ 1785-1851 

Durand, Asher Brown 1796-1886 

Duyckinck, Evert 3rd 1677-1727 

Fulton, Robert 1765-1815 

Feke, Robert 1705-1750 

Herring, James 1796-1867 

Harding, Chester 1792-1866 

Huntington, Daniel 1816-1906 

Inman, Henry (two pictures) . . . . 1801-1846 

Neagle, John 1796-1865 

Peale, Rembrandt (two pictures) . . 1778-1860 

Peale, Charles Willson 1741-1827 

Pine, Robert Edge 1730-1788 

Spencer, Frederick R 1806-1875 

Strycker, Jacobus Gerritsen .... -1687 

Sully, Thomas 1783-1872 

Theus, Jeremiah 1719-1774 

Vanderlyn, John 1775-1852 

Wollaston, John 



CATALOGUE 



ADRIAN VAN DER DONCK 

(1597-1655) 

THE FOUNDER OF YONKERS, N. Y. 

THE EARLIEST KNOWN PORTRAIT PAINTED 

IN THIS COUNTRY 

Painted about 1654 

by Jacobus Gerritsen Strycker (1687) 

Jacobus Gerritsen Strycker, farmer, trader, magistrate, and "limner," 
was born at Ruinen, province of Drenthe, in the Netherlands. His wife 
was Ytie Huybrechts, possibly related to the lady of the same surname, 
whose daughter at about the same time married Titus van Rijn, the 
son of a greater "limner," Rembrandt. Strycker came to New Nether- 
land in 1651, a gentleman of considerable means and decided culture, 
and after a successful career, died in October, 1687. We know much 
of his office holding — he was Burgher in 1653 and afterwards he was 
Alderman of New Amsterdam, Attorney General and Sheriff of the 
Dutch towns on Long Island up to August 1673 — very little of his 
work as an artist is known. He left a son, Gerrit, who became Sheriff 
of King's County in 1688; and a brother, Jan, who also left descend- 
ants. His portrait of himself on wood shows firmness of touch and 
skillful brush work. Mr. Hopper Striker Mott writes, July 11, 1918: "It 
is well preserved, although the wooden panel on which it is painted 
has split through the center from top to bottom." The portrait in 
the present exhibition has been in the Strycker family for seven 
generations. 



ANN SINCLAIR CROMMELIN 
(1691-1743) 

DAUGHTER OF MARYKEN DUYCKINCK 

Painted in 1725 

by Evert Duyckinck 3rd (1677-1727) 

Evert Duyckinck 3rd was born in 1677 and died in 1727. He was the 
son of Evert Duyckinck 2nd. The artist and subject of this portrait, 
Ann Sinclair Crommelin, were first cousins and were both grand- 
children of Evert Duyckinck ist. The Duyckincks were the most 
important family of painters yet found in Colonial America. 
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WILLIAM WIRT 

(1772-1834) 

AUTHOR AND LAWYER 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, 1817 

by Chester Harding (1792-1866) 
Chester Harding was born in Conway, Mass., September i, 1792, and 
after trying other callings in that State and in Western New York, he 
went to Pittsburgh, Pa., and took up painting. Self-taught, he soon 
became a successful portrait painter, both in this country and in 
London. Tuckerman, in his "Book of the Artists," says of him: "On 
the first of April, 1866, a genuine representative of the Western artist 
died in Boston, and his career may be regarded as the connecting link 
between the early and the present generation of American painters." 
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GEN. WILLIAM SMALLWOOD 

(1732-1792) 

MAJOR GENERAL IN THE CONTINENTAL ARMY 

GOVERNOR OF MARYLAND ( I 785- 1 788) 

Painted in 1787 

by Robert Edge Pine (1730-1788) 

The portraitist, Pine, who was born in London in 1730 (or 1742?), 

came to America in 1783, with the idea of painting the heroes of the 

Revolution. He made his home in Philadelphia, at High and Sixth 

Streets. Later, Robert Morris, who became his patron, built a house 

for him at Eighth Street. He painted many portraits in Virginia, and 

at Annapolis made a family group, in full-length, of the family of 

Charles Carroll, of Carrollton. In 1785, he painted a portrait of 

President Washington. He died in Philadelphia, November 19, 1788. 
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RUTH CUNNINGHAM 

(1729-1789) 

WIFE OF JAMES OTIS (1725-I783) PATRIOT 

AND LAWYER OF BOSTON 

Painted in 1748 
by Robert Feke (1705-1750) 
Robert Feke appeared at Newport, R. I., as a portrait painter about 
1726. Under a lithographic copy of his own portrait the date of his 



birth is given as 1705 and the date of his death as 1750. Feke is sup- 
posed to have died in the Barbadoes. He worked in Boston, New York 
and Philadelphia. Dr. Alexander Hamilton, who met Feke at Newport 
in 1744, says in his "Itinerarium": "This man had exactly the phiz of 
a painter, having a long pale face, sharp nose, large eyes with which 
he looked upon you steadfastly, long curled black hair, a delicate white 
hand, and long fingers." 
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ISAAC MOTTE 

(1738-1795) 

OFFICER IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

MEMBER OF STATE CONVENTION THAT RATIFIED 

THE U. S. CONSTITUTION 

APPOINTED BY WASHINGTON, NAVAL COMMANDER OF 

THE PORT OF CHARLESTON, S. C. 

hy Jeremiah Theus (1719-1774) 

Jeremiah Theus, although well-known in his day and likened to 
Copley, owing to the manner of his painting in some of his por- 
traits, has since then been little known or heard of until very recent 
years, when his works have been coming to light again, and only too 
often have been attributed to Copley. He was born in Switzerland, 
and came to this country in 1739. In the following year, he was estab- 
lished in a studio and painting portraits at Charleston, S. C. He 
remained in America until his death. May 18, 1774. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON 

(1732-1799) 
COPY OF Trumbull's military portrait 

FROM REMBRANDT PEALE's SALE IN 1862 
by Rembrandt Peak (1778-1860) 

Rembrandt Peale, the son of Charles Willson Peale, was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1778. At the age of seventeen, he painted his original 
portrait of Washington, who gave him three sittings. Later he went 
to England and studied under Benjamin West, and after his return he 
painted portraits in New York, Philadelphia and the South. He made 
various subsequent trips to Europe, and was President of the American 
Academy, in succession to Trumbull. He died in Philadelphia in i860. 
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CLARA BARTON 

(1821-1912) 
FOUNDER OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 
Painted in 1844 
hy Henry Inman (1801-1846) 
Henry Inman was born in Utica, i8oi. Opened a studio in Vesey 
Street, New York City, in 1823. In 1826, he was elected Vice-president 
of the just established National Academy of Design. He was sent to 
England in 1844, commissioned to paint portraits of Wadsworth, Lord 
Macaulay, and Chalmers, the preacher. He was so successful there that 
he was invited to remain, but he came home the following year to New 
York, and died here, January 17, 1846. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON 

(1732-1799) 

COPY OF ROBERT EDGE PINE's MILITARY PORTRAIT 

FROM REMBRANDT PEALE'S SALE IN 1 862 

hy Rembrandt Peale (1778-1860) 

Rembrandt Peale, the son of Charles Willson Peale, was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1778. At the age of seventeen, he painted his original 
portrait of Washington, who gave him three sittings. Later he went 
to England and studied under Benjamin West, and after his return he 
painted portraits in New York, Philadelphia and the South. He made 
various subsequent trips to Europe, and was President of the American 
Academy, in succession to Trumbull. He died in Philadelphia in i860. 
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ROBERT FULTON 

(1765-1815) 

PRESENTED TO HIS FRIEND 

HENRY ECKFORD, THE NOTED NAVAL ARCHITECT 

Self Portrait 

Robert Fulton, portrait painter and inventor, was born in Little 
Britain (now Fulton), Lancaster County, Pa., in 1765. He died in 



New York in 1815. From 1782 to 1785, he painted portraits in Phila- 
delphia. In 1786, he went to England and studied with West several 
years. In 1794, he lived with Joel Barlow in Paris. From this period 
most of his time was taken up with invention, principally steam navi- 
gation. Twenty-three portraits by Fulton, painted in this country and 
in Europe, were mentioned in the Hudson-Fulton catalogue, published 
for the Memorial Exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
in 1909. 
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THOMAS ALSTON 
(1801-1833) 

OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

Painted in 1826 
by Thomas Sully (1783-1872) 
Thomas Sully was born in England in 1783, and came to this country 
with his parents. The family settled at Charleston, S. C. Sully estab- 
lished himself in Philadelphia, as an artist, at the age of twenty-five. 
After a short residence in New York and in Boston, and after having 
received while in Boston some instruction from Gilbert Stuart, he went 
to London, and studied for two years under Benjamin West, returning 
to New York, but making Philadelphia the home of his later years. He 
died there in 1872. 

12 
ABRAHAM HASBROUCK 

(1773-1845) 

MEMBER OF NEW YORK LEGISLATURE IN I 797 

ELECTED TO CONGRESS IN l8l2 

ELECTED STATE SENATOR IN 1 82 I 

by John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) 
John Vanderlyn was born and died at Kingston, N. Y. His birthday 
was October 15, 1775, and his death occurred on September 24, 1852. 
Aaron Burr patronized him in his youth, helped him to secure instruc- 
tion and to go to Europe, and when Gilbert Stuart returned from 
England to this country in 1793, and painted Burr's portrait, Vander- 
lyn had coveted opportunity to see the great American master at 
work. In 1796, Vanderlyn went to Paris, and he first exhibited at the 
Salon in 1800. He returned to America for two years, but in 1803 
again went to Europe and did not come home until 1816. 
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ANNA CORA MOWATT 

(1819-1870) 

DRAMATIST AND ACTRESS 

by John James Audubon (1785-1851) 

John James Audubon came to New York in August 1824, Sully 
having given him letters to Stuart, Allston and Trumbull. At this 
time Audubon met John Vanderlyn and stood to him for the figure 
of Vanderlyn's portrait of General Jackson. Audubon visited Mead- 
ville, Penn., in 1824, and while in that city painted several portraits. 
Late in 1824, he went to Louisiana. He remained in the South until 
May 1826, when he again started for Europe, landing at Liverpool on 
July 21. He was at once invited to show his drawings at the Royal 
Academy. He made several trips to the United States between 1829 
and 1839. He died in New York, January 27, 1851. 
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JOHN EDWARDS HOLBROOK 

(1794-1871) 

ANATOMIST AND NATURALIST 

Painted in 1856 

by Daniel Huntington (1816-1906) 

Daniel Huntington was born in New York in 1816 and died in 1906. 
He was a pupil of S. F, B. Morse, and went to Europe in 1839. In 
1850, he held an exhibition of his works in New York. He was the 
third President of the National Academy of Design, being elected in 
1862. During his long and active life he painted the portraits of many 
distinguished people. 
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FRANCES LUDLUM MORRIS 

(1766-1852) 

WIFE OF ROBERT MORRIS OF FORDHAM 

Painted in 1838 

by Frederick R. Spencer (1806-1875) 

Frederick R. Spencer was born in the town of Lenox, Madison 

County, New York, on the 7th of June, 1806. His parents were from 

the New England States: His father. General Ichabod S. Spencer, 



from Massachusetts, and his mother from Connecticut. Mr. Spencer 
experienced the usual boy's incHnation for imitating prints, and at 
the age of fifteen, being with his father in Albany, saw, for the first 
time, a gallery of portraits. In 1825, he came to New York to study, 
where he drew from the casts of the American Academy, and had 
the favor of the President, and his instruction in the methods he 
was to pursue. The young painter returned home and painted at his 
father's house, but in 1827 commenced professionally at a village in 
the neighborhood. He painted in Utica, but finally made New York 
his headquarters where he continued painting. 
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WILLIAM C. RUDMAN 

(1829-1861) 
SOLDIER AND MERCHANT OF PHILADELPHIA 

by John N eagle (1796-1865) 

John Neagle was born in Boston in 1796. Principally self-taught. 
His paintings in Philadelphia gave him high rank. The best portrait 
of Gilbert Stuart from life was painted by Neagle, in Boston. 

17 

GOUVERNEUR KEMBLE 

(1786-1875) 
U. S. CONSUL AT CADIZ, SPAIN 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS (1839-1841) 
by Asher Brown Durand (1796-1886) 
Asher Brown Durand was born in Jefferson, N. J., August 21, 1796, 
and died in South Orange, N. J., August 17, 1886. His first instruction 
in art was in the workshop of his father, a jeweler, where Durand 
engraved the initials on silverware. He then took up engraving, and 
making a considerable success of it, was apprenticed to Peter Maverick, 
an engraver, in New York City. Five years later, he was given a part- 
nership in his master's business. He achieved considerable distinction 
through his engravings made from paintings by the best artists of the 
day. Being dissatisfied with engraving, he gradually took up painting, 
and in 1835 devoted himself to portraits and landscapes. He painted a 
number of excellent portraits, but finally devoted himself exclusively 
to landscapes. Durand has been called the "Father of American Land- 
scape Painting." He was one of the founders of the New York Acad- 
emy of Design in 1826, and was its President from 1845 to 1861. In 



1840, he made his first trip to Europe, studying the principal galleries 
and copying the paintings of the great masters, especially Titian and 
Rembrandt. He worked diligently, painting until 1879, when he was 
in his eighty-third year. 
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JOHN PHILIP DE HAAS 

(1735-1786) 

MAJOR IN THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WARS 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

Portrait painted in 1772 

by Charles Wilhon Peale (1741-1827) 

Charies Willson Peale, a Marylander, born in Queen Anne's County, 
April 15, 1 74 1, consulted Copley in his early studies of art, went to 
London in 1768, and spent two years in West's home, and returning, 
established him.self in Philadelphia. He joined the Continental Army, 
and was present as an officer at the battles of Trenton and German- 
town. Two years after he returned from England he painted his first 
portrait of Washington. It was painted at Mount Vernon in 1772, and 
is the eariiest portrait of Washington in existence. He painted fourteen 
portraits of Washington from life, according to his son, Rembrandt. 
Charles Willson Peale died in Philadelphia, February 22, 1827. 
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CHARLES FENNO HOFFMAN 

(1806-1884) 

EDITOR, POET AND NOVELIST 

Painted in 1841 

by Henry Inman (1801-1846) 

Henry Inman was born in Utica, 1801. Opened a studio in Vesey 
Street, New York City, in 1823. In 1826, he was elected Vice-president 
of the just established National Academy of Design. He was sent to 
England in 1844, commissioned to paint portraits of Wadsworth, Lord 
Macaulay, and Chalmers, the preacher. He was so successful there that 
he was invited to remain, but he came home the following year to New 
York, and died here, January 17, 1846. 
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WILLIAM AUGUSTUS CONWAY 

(1789-1828) 

A CELEBRATED TRAGEDIAN 

by James Herring (1796-1867) 

James Herring was born in London, England, January 12, 1796. His 
father emigrated to the United States and settled in New York in 1804. 
The son began by coloring prints and maps, and removed to Philadel- 
phia, where he entered into the business of coloring maps, but returned 
to New York and settled in Chatham Square as a portrait painter. He 
died in October, 1867. 
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MARY WALTON MORRIS 

(1727-1794) 

WIFE OF COL. LEWIS MORRIS OF MORRISANIA, N. Y. 
SIGNER OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

Painted in New York, Circa 1755 

by John Wollaston 

John Wollaston, an English portrait painter, visited the Colonies in 
the middle of the Eighteenth Century. Wollaston painted a great many 
portraits in New York, Philadelphia and the South from 1750 to 1767. 
His best portraits seem to have been painted in New York between 
1751 and 1757. 
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